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Mrs Elsie Kirkham – Tel: 615832.
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ORGANISATIONS
Sunday School 
Sunday School – St Michael’s Club – begins at 10.30 in church and usually takes place every Sunday.
Leader: Mrs Kathleen Leigh – Tel: 612196.  Email: katleigh@live.co.uk  
Hoole Church Ladies’ Group – meets 7.30pm, 3rd Tuesday, in School. Leader: Mrs Erika Penrose.
Tel: 613816. E: jandepenrose@btinternet.com     
St Michael’s Men’s Fellowship – meets 7.30pm, 2nd Tuesday, in Hoole Village Memorial Hall.
Secretary: Mr Stuart Tighe – Tel: 01772 612963.
Friends of St Michael – Caring for the fabric of our ancient church.
Chair: Mrs Jane Elphick, Tel: 01772 601495.
Secretary: Mr David Turner, Tel: 01772 383344.
Social Committee – Contact: Mrs Sheila Taylor, Tel: 616850
Hoole St Michael C E Primary School
Head Teacher: Mrs Juliet Price – Tel: 613219.
1st St. Michael’s Hoole Scout & Guide Groups – Contact: Rebecca Catterall
Church Website: http://www.hooleparishchurch.com.

CHURCH OPENING TIMES
St Michael’s Church is open every day. Opening times are:
Monday to Saturday inclusive                                                             9.30am to 4.30pm
Sunday: 8.00am to 4.30pm
Jock Davidson, Churchwarden
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[image: C:\Users\JOHNPE~1\AppData\Local\Temp\Ann Dog Collar - Nov 15.jpg]FROM THE RECTORY
Dear All
CHRISTMAS – WHAT'S THE POINT?
The new Star Wars film comes out just before Christmas. It's on my 'must see ' list. I had been looking forward to the John Lewis and M& S adverts too but this year I was totally underwhelmed. I am confused about monsters and most of the rest focus on the completely unsubtle message that  Christmas is about buying great presents (from our store!) It has been well said –‘If you take the Christ out of Christmas you get M&S!’
So what is the point of Christmas? Star Wars gets closer to the real message of Christmas. Although the details of the new plot are still a closely kept secret, we know it continues the saga about the cosmic struggle between good and evil, about courage and loyalty and love standing up to evil whatever the odds. It's about rescue and believing there are things worth risking your life for.
The real historical story of course is immeasurably superior: Christmas is the story of the greatest rescue operation in the cosmos. It's about the God who created our vast mysterious universe sending His Son Jesus into our world in 4BC to rescue it, to rescue us from the hopeless mess we have got ourselves into. 
No one can be in serious doubt that our world needs saving. A glance at the news reveals terrorist attacks, war, famine, violence – so much suffering in England and throughout the world born of human greed and selfishness.
[image: Silver Christmas garland with ribbon and red berries Stock Vector - 23124377]Only Jesus Christ through His death on the cross and His rising again can provide the remedy, a way out, a solution. Christmas provides the opportunity for each of us individually to acknowledge that we need God's help to sort us out; we need His rescue - a new start which He made possible by first becoming one of us, a small helpless baby who as  in Hark the Herald Angels Sing  was 'born to give us second birth'.
[image: C:\Users\P.Templeman\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\IE\95K96AOO\christmas-1917905_960_720[1].jpg]Do you know the song 'Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me'? Through the transforming love of the Lord Jesus Christ through this 'second birth', we can all become channels of His peace making our homes this Christmas places of love, peace, goodwill, generosity, and kindness.









Rev Ann 
Rector. December 2019 

PREPARING FOR CHRISTMAS
Please consider joining us for 3 fortnightly sessions looking at a few Bible passages which prepare the way for the birth of Jesus Christ and will help us to prepare for the important celebration of Christmas. The sessions will be on Mondays and Tuesdays beginning on Tues 2nd December.  See the dates listed in the Parish Diary.
[image: C:\Users\John Penrose\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\IE\NRKEL7QQ\christmas-bells[1].png]A Christmas Prayer
By Robert Louis Stevenson
Loving Father,
Help us remember the birth of Jesus,
That we may share in the song of the angels,
The gladness of the shepherds,
And worship of the wise men.
Close the door of hate
And open the door of love all over the world.
Let kindness come with every gift
And good desires with every greeting.
Deliver us from evil by the blessing
which Christ brings,
and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.
May the Christmas morning
Make us happy to be thy children,
And Christmas evening bring us to our beds
With grateful thoughts,
Forgiving and forgiven,
For Jesus’ sake.
Amen.
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ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS CHURCH, HOOLE
SUNDAY SCHOOL – Michael’s Club for children (ages 3 to 12), usually every Sunday during the 10.30 service:
10.30am – Starts in church; children leave for their own teaching in the school after a children’s song and return after the sermon and prayers.
Parish Diary December/January
Sunday 1st Dec	09.00 	Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
	10.30 	Parish Communion with Sunday School
	4.00 	Holy Communion at Old Mill Court
Monday 2nd Dec	7.30	 Growth Group at the Rectory          	PREPARING FOR CHRISTMAS SESSION 2 (moved from Nov 25th)
Tuesday 3rd Dec	10.15 	Holy Communion (said)
	7.30 	Ladies’ Group CHRISTMAS COFFEE EVENING – OPEN EVENING – at St Michael’s School. ALL WELCOME!
	7.30 	Growth Group at the Rectory:
		PREPARING FOR CHRISTMAS – SESSION 3
Sunday 8th Dec	09.00 	Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
	10.30 	Morning Worship 
	12.00	Baptism of Henry Baron
	4.00 	TOY AND CHRISTINGLE SERVICE IN CHURCH
Monday 9th Dec	7.30 	Growth Group at the Rectory:
		PREPARING FOR CHRISTMAS – SESSION 3
Tuesday 10th Dec	10.15 	Holy Communion (said)
	7.30 	Men’s Fellowship Christmas meal at Bryn Cottage                                      
Thursday 12th Dec	12.00	Locals’ Christmas Lunch at the Village Hall
Sunday 15th Dec	09.00	Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
	10.30 	Parish Communion with Sunday School
 	6.00 	CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT
[bookmark: _Hlk22225533]Monday 16th Dec	7.30 	Growth Group Christmas Social at the Rectory
Tuesday 17th Dec	10.15 	Holy Communion (said)
Wednesday 18th Dec	3.00	Carols at Ribble Park Lodge	
Thursday 19th Dec		Lancashire sings Christmas – meeting time to be confirmed
Friday 20th Dec afternoon         		St Michael’s School Service  
Sunday 22nd Dec	09.00 	Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
	10.30 	Morning Worship 
Tuesday 24th Dec	4.00 	CHRISTMAS EVE CRIB SERVICE in Church
	11.30 	MIDNIGHT COMMUNION
Wednesday 25th Dec	10.30 	CHRISTMAS DAY FAMILY SERVICE WITH CAROLS
                                                         AND COMMUNION
Sunday 29th Dec	09.00 	Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
	10.30	Parish Communion
Sunday 5th Jan	09.00 	Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
	10.30	Parish Communion with Sunday School
	4.00 	Holy Communion at Old Mill Court
Monday 6th Jan	7.30 	Growth Group at the Rectory
Tuesday 7th Jan	10.15 	Holy Communion (said)
Sunday 12th Jan	09.00 	Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
	10.30 	Morning Worship with Sunday School	
Monday 13th Jan	7.30 	PCC meeting at the Rectory
Tuesday 14th Jan	10.15 	Holy Communion (said)	
	7.30	Growth Group at the Rectory
Sunday 19th Jan	09.00 	Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)	
	10.30	Parish Communion
	3.45 	FROZEN CHURCH IN ST MICHAEL’S SCHOOL
	
[image: C:\Users\John Penrose\AppData\Local\Temp\Artwork-Christingle-colour-dec19-fr.jpg]Intercessions: Please let the Rector or Margaret Kirkman know of anyone you would like including on our prayer list, by text or 07786 543581. 




SAVE THE DATES!


Sunday 23rd Feb	3.45pm PANCAKE CHURCH IN THE VILLAGE HALL
VE CELEBRATIONS OUTREACH WEEKEND
Friday 8th May	Social events afternoon and evening for VE Day – afternoon fete and evening music and dance in Walmer Bridge Village Hall
Sunday 10th May		2 special services:
	10.30 Civic Service 1945 style
	3.30pm Big Family Church event 
[image: C:\Users\John Penrose\AppData\Local\Temp\Carols by Candlelight 2019 jpeg.jpg]	with guest speaker. 

St Michael’s Carol Service on Sunday 15th December starts at 6.00pm after which the Social Committee will once again be offering mulled wine and mince pies. This is usually a very popular service, so do come early!




Come to the Panto! 
Friday 24th January 2020
[image: C:\Users\John Penrose\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\IE\9MDOD4ET\images[1].jpg]
The Social Committee are organising a visit to the  
Pantomime at St Andrew's Church Hall, Longton.
 The Pantomime this time is ' Treasure Island' and seats have been booked for Friday 24th January, at 7.30pm. 
The price of tickets is £7.00 for adults                 and £5.00 for children. 
Please contact Sheila on 616850 to book.


STAR WARS FAMILY CHURCH REPORT
[image: C:\Users\John Penrose\AppData\Local\Temp\star wars new.jpg]     One of the highlights in November for children was Star Wars Church in St Michael's school.
     Many children came dressed in costumes of Star Wars characters - there were a number of Darth Vaders and Stormtroopers and we also had a beautiful Princess Leia with the exact hairstyle and a droid (robot). 
     The programme began with the famous Star Wars initial 'crawl' - 'In a galaxy far, far away.... and then to the Star Wars stirring theme tune; instead of the Star Wars story we had the words of Ephesian 6 on the - 'We are fighting not against flesh and blood but against principalities and powers and must put on the whole armour of God'. So we all enjoyed watching the Star wars movie clips depicting a cosmic battle between good and evil. We thought about weapons - light sabres in Star Wars and the Sword of the Spirit, the Bible in Christianity.  We also learnt 'Bible sword drill' - a great game to learn about how to find your way round the Bible. Above all we thought that as Christians we are on the winning side as Jesus has once for all conquered evil and death on the cross and demonstrated his great victory by rising from the dead.
[image: C:\Users\John Penrose\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\IE\NRKEL7QQ\christmas-tree-3[1].png]John said: "I loved the light-sabre balloon game and the Star Wars cake was delicious"!
P.S. The next themed Family Church will be FROZEN CHURCH on SUNDAY 19TH JANUARY, 3.45PM AT ST MICHAEL'S SCHOOL.
Service of Thanksgiving for Loved Ones
     The church was full on All Saints Day of those wishing to give thanks for the lives of their loved ones and recall special memories in God's presence.
     As the name of each person was read out their relative or friend put a lighted candle on the altar to remember them. At the end of the service everyone received a white rose in memory of their loved one.
During the service we had the story of the first Easter day read and thought about Mary's encounter with the Lord Jesus risen from the dead. At first she failed to recognise him because of her tears so we thought about the need for us in bereavement to focus on the risen Lord Jesus and remind ourselves that Death for the Christian is not an end but a glorious beginning.
The Rector quoted from the last of the Narnia books when the children realised they had died and were in heaven:
“For them this was only the beginning of the real story. All their life in this world and all their adventures in Narnia had only been the cover and the title page: now at last they were beginning chapter one of the Great Story that no one on earth had read: which goes on for ever: in which every chapter is better that the one before”.
[image: C:\Users\John Penrose\AppData\Local\Temp\Artwork-Christmas-robin-colour-dec19-dn.jpg]



Men’s Fellowship
The Men’s Fellowship Christmas meal will be taking place on Tuesday 10th December at Bryn Cottage. Please contact Stuart Tighe on 612963 for further details.
Ladies’ Group
We all enjoyed last month’s meeting with Brian Topping, whose talk was entitled Tales of a Customs Officer. It was quite enthralling to hear about the incredible efforts smugglers make to bring illicit goods into the UK, and the methods used to forestall them.
This month our Christmas Coffee Evening will take place on Tuesday, 3rd December at 7.30pm, at St Michael’s School (see poster). Katy Bradley is returning with her choir, KTB Voice. All proceeds from this event will be donated to the NW Air Ambulance. Tickets at £7.00 have been selling like hot cakes and if you and friends and relations would like to come, phone me on 613816 for tickets, or pay at the door. There will be the usual delicious buffet, raffle, Bring and Buy stall, and jolly Christmas cheer!
In January, on the 21st, we will of course be holding our AGM. Subs for 2020 of £10 will be payable; you will remember that the amount has increased because of our move to the village hall, which all members attending the August meeting voted for. Please also bring a small, wrapped present. If there is anyone reading this who is not currently a member and who would like to come along, you would be made very welcome.
[image: C:\Users\John Penrose\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\IE\NRKEL7QQ\christmas-bells[1].png]As you all know, we don’t get our new calendars for 2020 until the AGM in January, but one date we mentioned at the November meeting is that of our Ladies’ Group 45th birthday event. The actual anniversary is in February and the committee has decided to hold a lunch at the Fat Italian at Burscough on Tuesday 18th February – 12.45 for 1.00pm (the third Tuesday as usual except in the daytime). The cost will be £20 for two courses including tea/coffee. You can choose either a starter and main course or a main course and dessert; if you would like a third course you will pay the extra cost on the day. There’s a £5 deposit due. Menus have been distributed and if you would like one, please call Sheila on 616850. Lifts, if required, will be arranged nearer the event.
The committee and I would like to wish all our members a Happy Christmas.     Erika
From the Register of Services
	Date
	Attendance
	Communicants
	Amount

	October
	20th
	99
	74
	£392.93

	
	27th
	78
	26
	£376.95

	November
Memorial Service
	3rd
	184
	68
	£669.99

	Remembrance
	10th
	169
	19
	£449.90

	
	17th
	56
	55
	£292.00


[image: C:\Users\John Penrose\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\IE\NRKEL7QQ\christmas-tree-3[1].png]Donations from weddings: £15.00. 

YOUR 2020 GIVING TO CHURCH
Envelopes:
Watch out for your 2020 envelope boxes – they will appear in Church sometime in December.
The boxes will be located at the rear of Church, probably near the font.
Please pick yours up as soon as you can but be aware some of you will have been allocated new ID Numbers so Jean Dewhurst who is sorting them out, will be putting the boxes in alphabetical order.
Inside each box will be a return slip (either to me or Jean).
We would be really grateful if you could complete and return this slip by the end of January 2020 to ensure our records are correct for claiming back the Gift Aid from HMRC.
Standing Orders or Other Regular Giving:
You will be receiving an email from Jean in the near future (unless you have already received it).
Could you please respond confirming your tax status.
Thank You:
Many thanks to everyone who gives, big or small, regular or ad hoc. All is greatly appreciated; but like inflation, our expenditure keeps increasing both in areas of normal bills and maintenance, and also with the growth of our Church.  Could you please consider giving just a teensy weensy little bit more in 2020?
Consider this:  An increase of 50p per week raises your donation by £26 per annum.
If everyone on our regular donation list did this, it would equate to a lovely boost of £2,106!
If I was to ”gestimate” that about £1,500 of that increase is gift aided, then that would generate another £375 via our HMRC Gift Aid claim.
Please give it some thought – Many thanks
Barbara Wood – Treasurer
Please note that the Parish Magazine subscription will be amended to £10 as from January 2020.
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	May the Babe of Bethlehem be yours to tend
	May the Boy of Nazareth by yours for friend
	May the Man of Galilee his healing send
	May the Christ of Calvary his courage lend
	May the risen Lord his presence send
	And his holy angels defend you to the end.
Pilgrim’s Prayer				 
Remembrance Sunday, 10th November 2019
A reminder of our beautiful poppy displays
[image: C:\Users\John Penrose\AppData\Local\Temp\Poppies Remebrance Sunday 2019 resized for website.jpg]
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The moving service taken by Ann and Peter on Remembrance Sunday at St Michael’s made the day an especially poignant one.
 With grateful thanks to our Flower Ladies who designed and produced a most fitting tribute to our fallen servicemen and women, not only in the two World Wars but in  conflicts in more recent times.

[image: https://www.leprosymission.org.uk/documents/Resources/TLM_generic_logo_new_strap.jpg]
COLLECTION OF STAMPS
Firstly, I would like to thank everyone for their donations of stamps which I pick up regularly from Church. I sent three full sacks earlier this year to The Leprosy Mission which were very much appreciated. 
[image: C:\Users\John Penrose\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\IE\NRKEL7QQ\christmas-bells[1].png]I have been in contact with the representative of TLM who informed me that the figure raised through collection of stamps last year was £41,815. This is a fantastic figure and well worth saving the stamps. Please leave any stamps in church or ring me on 616850 and I will collect them. 
Thank you in advance,
Sheila Taylor
~~~~
What to give this Christmas: 
Your Time:	Look for ways to help those who cannot help themselves
Your Love:	Give love freely to those who need it most and deserve it least
Your Life:	Your life was a gift to you from God; make it a gift from God to others
Your Lord:	Jesus is the greatest gift of all. Introduce him to     a friend.
Hoole St Michael CE Primary School – November 
[image: C:\Users\head\Desktop\2019-2020\Photos\Poppy\IMG_4055.JPG]
The 3C’s at Hoole St Michael CE Primary School helped lay the poppies at church on Friday 8th November.
[image: C:\Users\head\Desktop\2019-2020\Photos\Poppy\IMG_4053.JPG]The children enjoyed listening to the stories from Mr Bayldon and Mrs Wignall about our world war heroes. Mr Bayldon told us about two soldiers from Hoole who attended our school many years ago. Mrs Wignall told us about the evacuees from Liverpool who came to Hoole St Michael CE Primary School during World War 2.
Juliet Price
Headteacher

Our Prayer Circle
As Christians we know that one of the main things that Jesus taught us was the words of The Lord’s Prayer and very often in the Bible we are told that He went to a quiet place and prayed.  Our hymns tell us to “Take it to the Lord in prayer” and that “the voice of prayer is never silent”.  There is no doubt of the need for prayer  for our own spiritual needs as well as the knowledge of the comfort and support that it gives to both the person praying and the people being prayed for.
To that end we have set up a Prayer Circle at St Michael’s.... ‘What’s one of those then?’ you may ask.  It is simply a group of people who when called upon will pray at home separately and quietly for whatever you ask.  
If you have a concern of any sort that you want us to pray for all you need to do is to ring any of the numbers and simply say what or who is in need of prayer, and whilst a minimum of explanation might be an advantage for us to focus the prayer, you don’t even have to say who you are! The person taking the call will pass it round the circle and you will know that we, on behalf of the church, are taking your worry to the Lord. If you would like your particular concern added into the intercessions on a Sunday morning then we can do that too.  
We are happy to welcome others into the circle, just let us know and you will be added on.  
Prayer is an essential part of our Christian life to keep us walking in the footsteps of our Saviour... so... the lines are open right now, we are waiting to take your call which is very important to us because it matters to you... just ring and your prayer will be increased seven-fold (at least).
Our circle consists of Ted (01772 617002), Margaret (01772 379219), Carole Bamber (01772 610670 or mobile 07989 145963), Gill Slinger (07729 121248), Barbara Wood (07745 208617) and Bill Carr (01772 615321).
Ted, Margaret, Carole, Gill, Barbara and Bill


CHURCH ROTAS FOR DECEMBER



Readers’ Rota
If you cannot read as specified on this rota, please find a substitute and inform a churchwarden of any changes. 

Dec	1st	9.00	Peter Templeman
		10.30	Scott Eckersley and Lynn Smith
	8th	9.00	Ann Templeman
		10.30	Gill Slinger and Jane Elphick	
	15th	9.00	Val Simpson
		10.30	Jean Dewhurst and Barbara Wood
	29th	9.00	Mike Redshaw
		10.30	Emma Cairns and Lillie Holmes-Evans
Jan	5th	9.00	Peter Templeman
		10.30	Lynn Smith and Carole Bamber
Sidespersons’ Rota
Dec	1st	9.00	Mike Redshaw
		10.30	Jean Aughton, Colin Brown and Julia Brown
	8th	9.00	Ken Bishop
		10.30	Ted Hopkins and Robert Hawthornthwaite
	15th	9.00	Rob McMurray
			10.30	Norman Skellorn, Geoff Demack and                   
				Eunice Houghton
Carol Service	6.00	Jean Aughton, Colin Brown, Julia Brown and          
			John Simpson 
	22nd	9.00	Jeremy Leigh
		10.30	Bill Carr, Scott Eckersley & Beryl Blakeley
	24th	4.00	Eunice Houghton
		11.30	Ted Hopkins, Robert Hawthornthwaite,                    
			Mike Redshaw & Geoff Demack	
Dec	 25th	10.30	Bill Carr, Scott Eckersley, Jeremy Leigh &             Beryl Blakeley
	29th	9.00	John Simpson
		10.30	Ted Hopkins & Robert Hawthornthwaite
Jan	5th	9.00	Mike Redshaw
		10.30	Jean Aughton, Colin Brown & Julie Brown
	12th	9.00	Ken Bishop
		10.30	Ted Hopkins & Robert Hawthornthwaite
	19th	9.00	Rob McMurray
		10.30	Norman Skellorn, Geoff Demack &                       Eunice Houghton
	26th	9.00	Jeremy Leigh
		10.30	Bill Carr, Scott Eckersley & Beryl Blakeley
Feb	2nd	9.00	John Simpson
		10.30	Jean Aughton, Colin Brown & Julie Brown
Flower Rota
Date		Arranger(s)		Sponsor(s):	
Sept	 22nd 	Julie			Mrs Barker
	29th	Althea & Elsie
Oct	3rd	All to decorate church for Harvest
	6th	Jean & Sue		Mr & Mrs Taylor, Mr & Mrs Penrose,        					Mr & Mrs Swarbrick (Harvest bread)
	13th	Jean & Sue		Mrs Lawrence, Mrs Crivaro
	27th	Gillian & Angela	Mr & Mrs H Wignall and Mrs E Houghton 
Nov	3rd	Juliet & Lisa		
	10th	Gillian, Angela, 	Mr Pickles, Mrs P Read, Mrs Dewhurst
		Julie, Betty, Pearl & Claire
	17th	Lisa & Julie		
	24th	Lisa & Julie		Mrs Smallwood
Dec	1st	Gillian & Angela	Mrs E Houghton
	8th	Lisa & Julie
	15th	All to decorate church for Christmas
	22nd	Door wreath donated by Mrs K Ball
	29th	Lisa & Julie		Mrs Coxhead
Jan	5th	Lisa & Julie
	12th	Jean & Jean		Mr Les Short (Children’s Corner)
Tea/Coffee Rota following our 10.30 Service
Dec	1st	Beryl & Rona
	8th	Pauline & Barbara
	15th	Erika
	22nd	Carole & Gill 
	29th	Beryl & Rona
Jan	5th	Erika
	12th	Carole & Gill
	If you wish to change the date assigned to you, please find a replacement or arrange a swap. 
[image: C:\Users\John Penrose\AppData\Local\Temp\Artwork-Christmas-robin-colour-dec19-dn-1.jpg]
	A grandfather went into a bedroom to find his baby grandson jumping up and down in a playpen, crying his eyes out. When he saw his grandfather, he reached out his little hands and cried, “Out Grandpa, out!” But Grandpa knew that the little boy had been put there as a punishment for bad behaviour. So he said, “No, son, in, in…” But the little child kept crying. His plaintive tears and his outstretched hands reached deep into his heart. What was he to do? The boy must have the punishment, but the grandfather was desperate to comfort him. 
		Finally, love found a way. Grandpa couldn’t take the boy out of the playpen, so he climbed in with him…
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2 GAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT 3

St Mi‘chael and All Angels Church, H‘oole

6.00pm Sunday 15th December 2019
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Everybody is Welcome
Followed by
Mulled Wine and Mince Pies
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Leprosy defeated, lives Fransformed
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